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TORNADO SAFETY 
 

Tornadoes have caused massive devastation and loss of life in 
recent years.  Due diligence prompts us to prepare ourselves 
and our businesses, as much as possible, to limit losses of any 
kind on future events.  Although there are more tornadoes in 
the Midwest, Southwest, and South areas of the United States, 
they can occur anywhere, with wind speeds of up to 300mph. 
 

TORNADO DANGER SIGNS: 
 

 Strong, persistent rotation in the cloud base. 

 Whirling dust or debris on the ground under a cloud base - 
sometimes tornadoes have no funnel. 

 Hail or heavy rain followed by either dead calm or a fast, 
intense wind shift.  Many tornadoes are wrapped in heavy 
precipitation and can’t be seen. 

 Loud, continuous roar or rumble which doesn’t fade in a few 
seconds. 

 Small, bright blue-green to white flashes at ground level near 
a thunderstorm (as opposed to silvery lightning up in the 
clouds).  These mean power lines are being snapped by very 
strong wind or a tornado. 

 Persistent lowering from the cloud base, illuminated or 
silhouetted by lightning, especially if it is on the ground or 
there is a blue-green-white power flash underneath. 

 
 

WHAT TO DO PRIOR TO A TORNADO: 
 

 Identify the safest area in a building so employees know 
where to go. 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE – 
Please Distribute to the General Manager or Insurance Contact 

Monitoring Threatening 
Weather 

 

Sometimes we know days in 
advance that severe weather will 
occur.  If severe weather is 
expected, monitor weather 
forecasts to stay abreast of 
changing weather conditions via 
NOAA, weather radios, smart 
phones, TV, or radio.  
Complete optional errands 
prior to severe weather arriving 
or defer them until after the 
severe weather passes.  Know 
the difference between weather 
warning and watches.  
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 The safest shelter areas typically include basements, 
hallways, interior stairwells and small internal first floor 
rooms.  For businesses in tornado-prone areas, consider 
constructing a tornado-hardened safe room. 

 Designate the roles and responsibilities of supervisors and 
employees. 

 Practice tornado drills. 

 Most injuries and much of the damage are caused by debris 
hurled by the storm rather than direct damage from high 
winds. 

 
WHAT TO DO DURING A TORNADO: 

 
 

IF IN A COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL BUILDING: 
 
Go directly to an enclosed, windowless area in the center of the 
building - away from glass and on the lowest floor possible.  
Then, crouch down and cover your hand.  Interior stairwells 
are usually good places to take shelter, and if not crowded, 
allow you to get to a lower level quickly.  Stay off the elevators; 
you could be trapped in them if the power is lost. 
 

IF OUTDOORS: 
 
If possible, seek shelter in a sturdy building.  If not, lie flat and 
face-down on low ground, protecting the back of your head 
with your arms.  Get as far away from trees and cars as you 
can; they may be blown onto you in a tornado.  Be aware of the 
potential for flooding. 
 

IF IN A CAR: 
 
Vehicles are extremely risky in a tornado.  There is no safe 
option when caught in a tornado in a car, just slightly lass 
dangerous ones.  Tornadoes may move at speeds of up to 
70mph.  If the tornado is visible, far away, and traffic is light, 
you may be able to drive out of its path by moving at right 
angles to the tornado.  Seek shelter in a sturdy building or 
underground if possible.  If you are caught by extreme winds 
or flying debris, park the car as quickly and safely as possible 
out of the traffic lanes.  Stay in the car with the seat belt on.  
Put your head down below the windows; cover your head with 
your heads and a blanket, coat or other cushion if possible.  If 
you can safely get noticeably lower than the level of the 
roadway, leave your car and lie in the area, covering your head 
with your hands.  Avoid seeking shelter under bridges, which 
can create deadly traffic hazards while offering little protection 
against flying debris.  
 

 
A Tornado Watch is issued 
when tornadoes and other 
kinds of severe weather are 
possible in the next several 
hours.  It does not mean 
tornadoes are imminent, just 
that you need to be alert, and to 
be prepared to go to safe 
shelter if tornadoes do happen 
or a warning is issued. 
 
Particularly Dangerous 
Situation (PDS) Tornado 
Watch is issued when it is likely 
that multiple strong or violent 
tornadoes will occur in the 
watch area. 
 
A Tornado Warning means 
that a tornado has been spotted, 
or that Doppler radar indicates 
a thunderstorm circulation 
which can spawn a tornado.  
When a tornado warning is 
issued for your town or county, 
take immediate safety 
precautions.  
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AVOIDING INJURY AFTER A TORNADO: 

 

 Remain calm and alert and listen for information and 
instructions from emergency crews or local official.  
Monitor your battery-powered phone, radio, or television 
for emergency information.  

 Be careful when entering any structure that has been 
damaged. 

 Wear sturdy shoes or boots, long sleeves, and gloves when 
handling or walking on or near debris. 

 Do not use matches or lighters in case of nearby leaking gas 
pipes or fuel tanks. 

 Be aware of hazards from exposed nails and broken glass. 

 Do not touch downed power lines or objects in contact 
with downed lines.  Report electrical hazards to the police 
and the utility company. 

 Use battery-powered lanterns, if possible, rather than 
candles to light homes without electrical power.  If you use 
candles, make sure they are in safe holders away from 
curtains, paper, wood, or other flammable items. 

 Hang up telephone receivers that may have been knocked 
off during the tornado, but stay off the phone, except to 
report an emergency. 

 Cooperate with public safety officials.  Respond to request 
for volunteer assistance by police, fire fighters, emergency 
management, and relief organizations. 

 

TELCOM IS HERE TO HELP! 

 

As always, if you need help with Tornado Preparedness or 
assistance after your area has been hit by a tornado, Telcom is 
always there for you - just a phone call or email away.  
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