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Tornadoes
Tornadoes are one of nature’s most awesome displays of power.  Each year, hundreds of tornadoes touch down causing millions of dollars in damage, and claiming lives.  A tornado is an extremely violent and destructive whirlwind.  It extends down from a mass of dark clouds as a whirling funnel and moves over land in a narrow path.  The winds of a tornado are the most violent that occur on the earth, reaching speeds of up to 300 mph.  Tornadoes generally rotate counterclockwise in the northern hemisphere, and clockwise in the southern hemisphere.  It is very rare to find a tornado which rotates in the wrong direction.  Most tornadoes also follow a northeast course at about 10 to 20 mph.

Tornadoes usually last less than an hour, traveling distances of about 20 miles.  Tornadoes occur throughout the world, but mostly in the United States.  Most tornadoes form in the Central U.S.  The season in which most occur is the Spring and early Summer.  The Midwest is an area which is usually hared hit by tornadoes.

One of the most important things to know about a tornado is that they are very dangerous.  Many lives are lost each year because people fail to heed the warnings issued by the National Weather Service. When severe weather threatens, it is important to stay tuned to some sort of weather soon as possible. 

Tornado Facts … Did you know?

· When a funnel forms over water, it’s called a waterspout.  When it forms over a desert, it’s called a dustdevil.  Neither are as strong as tornadoes.

· Tornadoes can occur in series (one after another) and more than one can form from the same cloud System!  The worst series in history was on March 18, 1952.  689 were killed in Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana.

· Scientist don’t all agree how tornadoes form and maintain (stay going).

· Usually, tornadoes form between 3 and 7 PM.

· Tornadoes can be invisible!!!

· Tornadoes occur mostly in May.  January and February are the months tornadoes occur least.

· Scientist can’t rate or know how strong a tornado is until after it’s over.

Prepare for Tornadoes Before they Strike

The National Weather Service's Storm Prediction Center issues tornado watches when conditions are right for twisters in any part of the USA. If damaging winds and hail are more likely than tornadoes, SPC issues severe thunderstorm watches for threatened areas. The SPC maps the weather watches, and text on its products page gives details about each watch as well as technical discussions of the weather factors leading to severe thunderstorms and tornadoes. You can check for activity by going on the Internet and accessing the following site www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov. 
While most people take time to determine the safest location to be when a tornado warning sounds at home, what about when they’re at work?  Supervisors should inform employees on what steps to take when a tornado threatens while at work.

Follow these steps to prepare for a tornado:

· Assemble a disaster supplies kit, including a first aid kit, canned food and opener, battery powered radio, flashlight and extra batteries, and written instructions on how to turn off electricity, gas and water if authorities advise such action.
· Keep a weather alert radio in the safety/security office so you can be aware of storm and tornado watches and warnings.
· Before tornado season, remind personnel of a safe location once a warning has been issued.  The area may be in the building’s basement.  If your building doesn’t have a basement, a center hallway, bathroom or closet on the lowest floor are all good choices.  Keep this area uncluttered.  If you are in a high-rise building and there’s not enough time to make it safely to the lowest floor, go to a hallway in the center of the building.
· Listen to the radio for instructions or for the cancellation of the warning.
Don’t put your employees in more jeopardy by not having a plan.  Devise a plan for your office and make sure everyone knows and understands it.

During a Tornado:

When a tornado warning is issued and in some cases a tornado siren sounds, everyone should seek shelter immediately!  If at work the best place to be safe is a basement or an inside hallway at the lowest level. Get under a piece of sturdy furniture, such as a work bench or heavy table or desk, and hold on to it.  Use your arms to protect your head and neck.  If outdoors, if possible get inside.  If shelter is not available, lie in a ditch or low-lying area or crouch near a strong building. If in a car do not try to out-drive a tornado, tornadoes can change direction quickly and lift a car and/or truck.   

The following tips will help make the recovery effort easier, quicker and safer:
· Remain calm.


· Check for injuries.  

· Clean up any spilled medicines. 

· Check utility lines and appliances for damages.

· Check for leaks.





· Shut off main gas valve – use flashlight not candles.

· Shut off electrical power at control box.


· Observe any loose debris that could fall (if there is any damage to building/house)
 
· Take pictures of your damaged property  for insurance claims.
Tel: (800)222-4664 Fax: (301)474-6196    Email: TIG@TelcomInsGrp.com   www.TelcomInsGrp.com
