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Welding and Cutting Controls

LOSS CONTROL DATA GUIDE

Tihe use of open flame and spark producing
idevices for welding, cutting, and similar “hot

work” applications is common and necessary in our
present society. When properly controlled, we all
benefit from the use of this equipment. When not
controlled, property damage and personal injury
often occurs.

Management should set policy to confine cutting,
welding and other hot work to properly arranged
maintenance rooms unless the work cannot be
moved there.  A written permit system should be
implemented for all hot work conducted outside
of maintenance rooms especially in areas where
flammable or combustible materials are used or stored.

(See Sample Permit on Reverse)

Responsibilities
❏ Before approving any cutting and welding, the

supervisor or his appointee shall inspect the
work area and confirm that precautions have
been taken to prevent fire in accordance with
NFPA No. 51B.

Precautions
❏ Employees trained
❏ Automatic sprinklers in service, alarms

operational.
❏ Cutting and welding equipment in good repair.
❏ Fire extinguisher nearby.
❏ Hand, eye, and other protective equipment

provided and used.

Within 35 feet of work
❏ Floors swept clean of combustibles.
❏ Combustible floors wet down, covered with

damp sand, metal or other noncombustible
shields.

❏ No combustible material or flammable liquids
in work area.

❏ Combustibles and flammable liquid removed or
protected with noncombustible covers, guards
or metal shields.

❏ All wall and floor openings covered.
❏ Noncombustible covers suspended beneath

work to collect sparks.

Work on walls or ceilings
❏ Construction noncombustibles and without

combustible covering or finish.
❏ Combustibles moved away from opposite side

of wall.

Work on enclosed equipment (tanks,
containers, ducts, dust collectors, etc.)
❏ Equipment cleaned of all combustibles.
❏ Containers purged of flammable vapors.

Fire watch
❏ To be provided during and 30 minutes after

operation.
❏ Supplied with extinguisher and small hose.
❏ Trained in use of equipment.
❏ Facilities for summoning fire department.

Final check-up
❏ To be made 30 minutes after completion of any

operation unless fire watch is provided.
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LOSS CONTROL DATA GUIDE continued

The loss prevention information and advice presented in this brochure are intended only to advise our insureds and their managers of a variety of
methods and strategies based on generally accepted safe practices, for controlling potentially loss producing situations commonly occurring in
business premises and/or operations.  They are not intended to warrant that all potential hazards or conditions have been evaluated or can be
controlled.  They are not intended as an offer to write insurance coverage for such conditions or exposures, or to imply that Great American
Insurance Company will write such coverage.  The liability of Great American Insurance Company is limited to the specific terms, limits and
conditions of the insurance policies issued.

HOT WORK PERMIT
FOR WELDING AND CUTTING OPERATIONS

THIS PERMIT SHOULD BE CONSPICUOUSLY POSTED AT THE JOB SITE

Date permit issued

Location of work

Work to be done

Special precautions

Is a fire watch required? ❍ Yes ❏ No

The location where the work is to be done has been examined and necessary precautions have
been taken.  Permission is granted for this work.

This permit expires

Signature of person authorizing work

Title

Company

FINAL CHECK-UP

Work areas and adjacent areas were inspected 30 minutes after the work was completed and were
found firesafe.

Signature of Supervisor or Firewatcher

FOR FIRE EMERGENCY CONTACT:


