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                                       Phone Number     800.222.4664

Methamphetamine (meth) 
*Taken from the Kansas State law officials. Use as an example in other states.
Methamphetamine labs commonly have an unusually sweet or strong odor such as ether, ammonia, or auto parts cleaner. The windows of buildings are often covered, blacked out or frosted to prevent any one seeing inside the structure containing the lab. Sporadic traffic throughout the day and night and unusual trash containing large amounts of empty anti-freeze containers, camping fuel cans, battery parts, stained coffee filters, drain cleaners, and glassware are common attributes of meth labs. 

Meth Lab Components
Some ingredients or equipment that may indicate meth lab activity are as follows: 
· Pool acid/ Muratic acid   
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Lye 

· Acetone 

· Brake Fluid   
· Brake Cleaner 

· Iodine Crystals 

· Lithium Metal / Lithium Batteries 

· Lighter Fluid 

· Drain Cleaners (Drano or Liquid Fire) 

· Cold Medicine Containing Pseudoephedrine or Ephedrine  

· Ethyl Ether (Starting Fluid) 

· Anhydrous Ammonia (stored in propane tanks or coolers) 

· Sodium Metal 

· Red Phosphorus 

· Ephedrine 

· Laboratory Glassware 

· Coffee Filters 

As you can see "meth cookers" can produce large quantities of meth by using legal, over-the-counter products. 
Air out the structure - After a lab is seized by law enforcement officials, KDHE and their contractor will remove lab waste, bulk chemicals, and obvious contamination. During this removal, every effort is made to air out the structure for the safety of the removal crew. For security reasons, the structure is usually closed upon their departure. The short-term airing-out may not be sufficient to clear out all the contaminants from the air inside the building. Be sure the structure has been suitably ventilated for several days before cleaning. Open all the building’s windows and set up exhaust fans to circulate air out of the house. During this time, the property should remain off limits unless it is necessary to make short visits to the property. After the initial airing out, good ventilation should be maintained throughout the property’s cleanup.
Contamination removal and disposal - During the meth cooking process, vapors are given off that can spread and be absorbed by nearby materials. Spilled chemicals, supplies and equipment can further contaminate non-lab items. It is a good idea to remove unnecessary items from the property and dispose of them properly. Items that are visibly contaminated should be removed from the property and may be disposed of in a local landfill.
If you find suspicious containers or lab equipment at the property do not handle them yourself. Leave the area and contact your local law enforcement agency. It is possible that some items may have mistakenly been left behind after a seizure. If the property has been searched by a hazardous materials cleanup team, the items have most likely been identified and are not dangerous. However, some properties may not have been searched or some items may have been overlooked in the debris or confusion of a seizure.

Absorbent materials, such as carpet and pad, drapes, clothing, etc. can accumulate vapors that are dispersed through the air during the cooking process. They also may collect dust and powder from the chemicals involved in the manufacturing process. It is recommended that these materials be disposed of, especially if an odor or discoloration is present.

Biohazards may be a concern due to use of methamphetamine on the property. These may include syringes or blood stained materials. Please be very careful if you discover any syringes to avoid accidental pokes. Syringes can be placed in an empty 2-liter bottle and disposed of at the local municipal solid waste landfill. If you are accidently pricked by a syringe, contact your health care professional immediately. In the event that you discover blood stained items, please contact you local health department for advice on disposal.

Surfaces - Surfaces, such as walls, counters, floors, and ceilings, etc. are porous and can also hold contamination from the meth cooking process, especially in those areas where the cooking and preparation were performed. Cleaning these areas is very important as people may come in frequent contact with these surfaces through skin, food preparation, etc.
If a surface has visible contamination or staining, a complete removal and replacement of that surface section is recommended. This could include removal and replacement of wallboard, floor coverings, and counters. If this is not possible, intensive cleaning, followed by the application of a physical barrier such as paint or epoxy is recommended. These areas should be monitored and the barrier maintained to assure that the contamination is contained. Removal of stained surface sections may have been completed by KDHE and their contractor during the initial cleanup. KDHE will not replace material removed or damaged during the cleanup.
Normal household cleaning methods and products should remove any remaining contamination. Don’t forget to wear gloves, protective clothing, such as long sleeves, and eye protection. Again, ventilation of the property should be continued throughout the cleaning process.

Ventilation system - Ventilation systems (heating, air conditioning) tend to collect fumes and dust and redistribute them throughout a home. The vents, duct work, filters, and even the walls and ceilings near ventilation ducts can become contaminated. Replace all of the air filters in the system, remove and clean vents, clean the surfaces near system inlets and outlets, and clean the system’s duct work.
Plumbing - Waste products generated during meth manufacturing are often thrown along the sides of roads or in yards, but most are dumped down sinks, drains, and toilets. These waste products can collect in drains, traps, and septic tanks and give off fumes. If a strong chemical odor is coming from household plumbing, do not attempt to address the problem yourself; rather, contact a plumbing contractor for professional assistance. Be sure to notify the plumber of the suspected chemical problem to ensure they wear the proper protective gear. If you suspect the septic tank or yard may be contaminated, contact the KDHE.Meth Lab Cleanup Program staff at (785) 296-6370 for further direction.
Repainting - When a surface has been cleaned, painting that surface should be considered, especially in areas where contamination was found or suspected. If there is any remaining contamination that cleaning did not remove, painting the surface puts a barrier between the contamination and anyone who may come in contact with those surfaces. Even on those areas that people do not normally touch, painting will cover up and "lock" the contamination onto the surface, reducing the chances that it would be released into the air.
Should testing be done after cleanup? Air testing is only mandatory when KDHE or the local health department has posted an order prohibiting use of the structure. When KDHE completes a cleanup of the structure, the air will be checked with field instruments to determine if additional monitoring is required. If KDHE requires air sampling at your property, an order prohibiting use of the property will be posted and the property owner will need to conduct a thorough cleanup and subsequently have air samples collected and analyzed. KDHE can provide you with a list of qualified contractors that can perform air sampling upon request.

KDHE or your local health department can provide the air quality parameters that must be analyzed. The analytical results should be submitted to KDHE or your local health department. An inspection of the property by local health officials or KDHE may also be necessary after sampling is conducted. After the site is determined to be safe enough for re-occupation, the order posted on the structure may be removed if the health based guidelines are met.

If after cleaning your residence using the guidelines in this article, you are concerned about any remaining contamination, or if your property still has an odor, visible staining, or causes physical irritation to those exposed, it is advisable to have the property evaluated and tested by a trained professional. Also, if you are concerned with liability issues, you should consider having the property tested. Sampling is an expensive option, but may provide peace of mind for property owners and families. You may want to contact your insurance carrier for advice and assistance.

Remember these steps to cleaning a former meth property:
1. Air out the building before and during cleanup. 

2. Remove all unnecessary items and dispose of them. 

3. Remove visibly contaminated items or items that have an odor. 

4. Air out the building for 3 to 5 days after the removal of unnecessary and visibly contaminated items. 

5. Clean all surfaces using household cleaning methods and wear proper personal protection. 

6. Clean the ventilation system. 

7. Leave plumbing cleanup to the experts. 

8. Air out the building for three to five days after cleaning. 

9. If odor or staining remains, have your home evaluated by a professional. 

Source:

The Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) and the Kansas Bureau of Investigation (KBI)
Links of Interest
To learn more about combating the meth problem, check out the following links: 

· Drug Free America 

· Kansas Bureau of Investigation (KBI) 

· Koch Crime Institute 

· Midwest HIDTA Life or Meth Web SiteT 

· The National Center for Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse 

· Stopdrugs.org 

· U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Meth Info Web Site  
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